
Rev. Mark Birkholz has served as a WELS Mission Counselor since 2007. Since then, he’s spent
time with mission efforts connected to all fourteen district mission boards. Currently he supports

the efforts of the Dakota/Montana, Minnesota, Western Wisconsin, Michigan, North Atlantic, and
the eastern half of WELS Canada district mission boards. For most of the past fifteen years he

lived in Denver, Colo. In 2022 he and his wife relocated to Sioux Falls, S.D. 
 

Rev. Birkholz graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 1983 and was assigned to begin a
mission in Northeast Denver. Over the course of 23 years, that mission grew to the extent that it

was able to open an elementary and preschool, be a key player in forming a federation of
congregations that eventually opened Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School, and partner with
Home Missions in opening three nearby daughter congregations. In 2006/2007, Rev. Birkholz

served at Grace Lutheran Church in Grenada before accepting the call to be Mission Counselor. 
 

Rev. Birkholz and his wife Lin have been married since May 1981. They have four children (three
of whom are married) and seven grandchildren. Those respective families live in San Diego,

Denver, Sioux Falls, and Indianapolis. 
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